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Promoting your Web site

Lots of businesses that I have worked with, sweat and work hard to get their company web
site up and running, then sit back and wait for the business to flood in. But it rarely works like
that, you have to work hard to keep your web site in the mind of your potential customers.
One way to do it is to promote your web site URL in many different forms, here are some
ideas:

Online Promotions

Search Engine Submission

Remember to submit your site to all relevant search engines, this isn't always necessary for
the more popular search engines, and most of them will easy find your site anyway from other
links to you, but its still worth doing, AND looking at specialists search engines that you can
find.

Paid Advertising

If you're still desperate for more exposure, you can explore search engine marketing, whereby
you pay to have a text ad appear when visitors search for certain keywords. Google is
probably the most popular, but also look at Yahoo! Search Marketing (formerly Overture), it
has a large network and many million of searches, you will probably pay less per click too!

Newsletters
Send out a regular e-mail newsletter to registered site members that offers tips and news
related to your company or industry with links back to your site.

Free stuff
Offer free content to other sites or on your own site. It's a win-win situation .. the other site
gets free articles to beef up their offerings and you get a link back to your site.

Emails

Send a well-planned, customer-focused e-mail promotion to a targeted list of potential visitors
and offer a discount toward the purchase of anything from your site. Spend time on your e-
mail's look and content. You want to offer value to customers and not have it appear to be
spam.

Link Exchange
Create your own link exchange by asking sites complementary to yours (but that don't
compete with yours) to put your link on their pages and you'll do likewise.

Affiliates

Another paid for service. Affiliates Advertisers will publish banner and text ads, you pay the
affiliate for clicks, unique visitors, sales etc, it can be an extremely cost effective way to gain
extra visitors and sales. Look at companies like Trade Doubler, Affiliate Window, Commission
Junction etc
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Forums
Get active in online discussion groups and chats and always include your URL in your
signature. (Don't do any hard selling, though. Most groups frown on such behaviour ban you)

Confirmation Emails
Any time someone orders a product from your site, send them a confirmation email to remind
them of yours services.

Viral Marketing
Viral marketing can get costly and but a simple technique is to include an "e-mail this link" on
every page of your site.

Offline Promotions

Stationery
Always put your web site URL on letterhead, business cards and in e-mail signatures ...
wherever potential visitors are likely to see it.

Uniforms
If your employees wear uniforms, put your URL on them so every one of your customers sees
a walking advertisement of your web site.

Promotional Items

Include your web site URL on all promotional items you give away; coffee mugs, T-shirts, key
chains, calendars etc. If you use items people can keep on their desk, then you provide a daily
reminder to them, and it is a good way to get people to visit your site.

Public Relations

Be sure to include your Web site URL in all press releases you send out to members of the
media. By having it at their fingertips, they may be more likely to include it in articles they
write about your company.

Directories
Don't forget to put your Web address in your Yellow Pages ad. That's one place people see it
every day.

Advertising
Always ensure your URL are on your printed advertising.

Vehicles
If your company has vehicles, then be sure to include your URL on that too.

Page 2
black and white marketing
marketing excellence for your business

http://blackwhite.uk.com
andrew@blackwhite.uk.com



© black and white marketing 2006. All rights reserved.

Please feel free to use this material in whole or in part, as long as you include complete
attribution, including live website link. Please notify me where the material will appear. The
attribute should read:

Andrew Scaife is a marketing professional who achieves remarkable marketing results for all of
his clients, by easily attracting new customers and keeping customers from being taken by the
competition. He is an expert in Search Engine Optimisation, Internet Marketing and Traditional
Marketing.

Visit his web site at http://blackwhite.uk.com for additional marketing articles, a free
marketing toolkit and other free marketing advice.
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